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February 9, 2000 ATty
100020893
Assoctate Administrator for Safety Assurance (NSA-OL)
Natjggal Highway Traffic Safety Administratien ®
400 72 Street, SW

ooy-{ A7.003

Washington, DC 20590

Re:  PART 573 Defect Report, Bondix® Trailer System-Guard™ air dryer recali No.
O0E-002.

Dear Sir or Madam:

Attached is a Part 573 Defect Report for semi-trailers manufactured by Wabash
National. This is cuar enly filing for this since the component supplier, Bendiz Commercial
Vehicle Systems, will be conducting the recall program. If any additional information is
needed plesse contact ne at the address below or by phone at 765-771-5440 or 765-771-
5385 (fax). '

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely, f Z
&E{;ﬂﬂn
Director of Engineering
LK Mz, Jon White
Chief, Recall Analysis Division
Fax 202-366~7882

P.O. Box 5129 = Lafayetts, Indlana 47903 » Phone: {765) 771-8300
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PART 573 Defect and Noncompliance Report

On January 24, 2000, Wabash National was informed by the Bendix Commercial Vehicle
Systems division of Honeywell Corp. that a defect which relates to motor vehicle safety
exists tn an originel equipment component that they supplied for use in Bemi-tratlers we
built. Bendix stated that they will be conducting the recall under NHTS A recall No. 00E-
002 and will file the quattesly reports. 'We have provided Bendix with the iformation on
the onc custorner and 42 trailers affected. This is our notification to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration in accordance with 49 CFR Part 573 Defect and

Noucomplisnce Reports.
Date this report was Prepared: February 9, 2000
Manufacturer's identification code for this recall: Recall 2000-2

Manufacturer of the vehicle being recalled:
Wzbash National
P.0. Box 6129
Lafayette, IN 47903

Contact corporate officer: Rod Hhelich, Vice-President of Engineering
. 765-7T71-5440
THS-T71-5385 Fax

Report prepared dy: Frank Smidler, Director of Bngincering
T65-TT1-5440
T65-T71-5385 Fax

Signatare:
Frank Smidler
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L Identify the Vehicle Models Involved in the Recall

Themlladtmﬂmcannmhesegmgamdby amndulnumber The trailers were identified
h}'ﬂmca]luutuftheﬂﬂndlx Trailer System-Guard™ air dryer on Work Grders used o
build the trailers, They are:

Order No. Oty VIN Customer
PC 16185 19 549855 thru 649883 Caca-Cola
PC 16186 19 649885 thru 649903 Coca-Cola
PC 16187 4 649905 thrn 649908 Coca-Cola

The VIN range listed above is the unique last 6 characiers of the 17 character Yehicle
Identification Number (VIN}. The 17 character VIN of all these units will begin with the
Wabash World Identifier ag the first three characters, 1JJ.

II.  Identiy the Recall Population
Total Number of vehicles recalled poterntially conteining the defect: 42

Approximate percentage of vebicles recalled containing the defect: 100%:

The Work Orders requiting the installation of the Bendix® Trailer System-Guard™ air
deyer ideatified the recall population of trailers.

IIL.  Description of the Defect

The defect is that the retaining bolts for the reed valve covers oo either end of the Trailer
System-Guard air dryer may crack, cansing the bolt heads to come off. Thiz condition may
allow the reed valve cover to come off and the reed velve to become discngaged.

If the control side reed cover comes off, brake application air can leak out at the Trailer
System-CGuard air dryer and normal trailer service braking muy-be Iost. - If this brake

_ application is sustained by the operator, air may continde to leak out throngh the Trailer
System-Guard. This condition could result in a low air warning buzzer and, eventually, the
trailer parking brakes coming to full apply.

If the service side reed valve cover comes off, air can legk out of the trailer system and the
trailer parking brakes can be engaged without warning.

Nmmaluautmmcabmkmgmnmnﬂbﬂndhymﬂmmafﬂmahmﬁ-desmbed
conditions.
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1¥. Chronolegy In Determining Defect

January 24, 2000 — Notifizd of voluntary recall by Bendix with request for list of
castoners and trailess that received the air dryer.

Y. Identify the Remedy

The remedy was determined by Bendix and will be provided to NHTSA. in their filing and
io the end user by recall notification. The remedy includes replecement of the air dryer
with a new desigm.

V1.  identify the Recall Schedule

The necall schedule will be deterrnined by Bendix and will be provided to NHTSA in their
filing,.

VIL Furnish Recall Communications

Bendix will provide the Recall Notice to the end enstomer,



